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HECKFORD, Albert                     

Private, G/15618 

7th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday, 18th November 1916 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Stump Road Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 

Aged  25 years 
 
Albert Heckford was the son of Arthur and Emma Heckford (nee Whiffing).  
 
Albert’s father Arthur Heckford, was the son of shoe and boot maker, William 
Heckford who brought his family up in Mill Road. Arthur however did not follow in his 
father’s footsteps, instead finding employment as a Brewery Man, possibly at the 
nearby Christmas Brewery in Camps Road. 
 
Emma Whiffing, was a Sewing Machinist, almost certainly at Chauntry Mill, the 
business of D Gurteen and Sons. Her father was a Brewer’s Cellarman and it was 
perhaps through him that Emma met Arthur.  
 
Emma and Arthur were married in St Mary’s Church in September 1887 setting up 
home at 11, Chauntry Place. Their first born, a son, Stanley died as an infant but on 
25th October, 1891 their second son Albert was born. Albert was joined by two 
sisters, Gladys and Kathleen and with a growing family Emma and Arthur moved to 
16 Chainey Pieces. All the children were baptised at St Mary’s church where their 
parents had been married in September, 1887.  
 
On leaving school, Albert found work as a Cutters Trimmer at Chauntry Mill, working 
alongside his mother and sister, Gladys. 
 
In February 1916, at the age of 25, Albert enlisted as a private with ‘The Buff’s’ (East 
Kent Regiment) sailing for France in July. After landing at Boulogne they headed for 
the Western Front. Albert was to miss seeing the action at Montauban on 1st July but 
would have been involved at the Battle of Thiepval Ridge at the end of September 
when the 7th Buffs  were in action capturing the German trench system at Thiepval 
where the Memorial to the Missing now stands.  
 
War diaries tell us that by 13th November when the Battle of the Ancre began, the 
battalion was behind the lines at Albert, moving up to Ovillers the following day. On 
the night of the 17th November the regiment were preparing to advance and capture 
Desire Trench to the south of the village of Grandcourt. The weather turned for the 
worst. First the battlefield was pelted with a wind-slanted hail and snow storm then 
the weather turned again, this time to a driving rainstorm, making the battlefield a 
terrible mess. 
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The weather on the morning of 18th November 1916 was bitterly cold with snow 
flurries. At 5:30am the 7th East Kents moved out into the darkness of no man’s land. 
British artillery opened up a moving shrapnel barrage hoping to neutralise the 
German defenders. Soon they were out of sight – lost in the gloom and mist of a 
November morning. Seconds later a German barrage broke, becoming intense by 
6:45am. Those at 7th East Kents’ Headquarters, sheltered as best they could from 
the German barrage, waiting for news about the assault but no information came 
back. Two runners were sent out from Regina Trench but both were killed by 
German fire. By 7:00am wounded started to return but none with any concrete 
information on whether the attack had been successful. Five more runners were sent 
out – one was wounded and three were not seen again. 
 
Albert Heckford was killed in 
action on this day the 18th 
November, 1916 and was buried 
in the Stump Road Cemetery, 
Grandcourt.  
photo courtesy of CWGC 
 
Albert was the last Haverhill man 
to lose his life in the Battle of the 
Somme 1916. 

 
He is remembered on the memorials in both St 
Mary’s and the Old Independent Church and on 
D Gurteen & Sons Roll of Honour. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo reported on 24th 
March 1917: ‘Mr. and Mrs. A.Heckford, 16 
Chainey Pieces, Haverhill have officially been 
notified that their son, Pte Albert Heckford of 
The Buffs (East Kent Regt.) was killed in action 
in France on November 18th last. Though the 
casualty occurred so long ago, the official 
intimation is only dated March 16th. Pte 
Heckford, who was 25 years of age, enlisted on 
February 17th, 1916 and proceeded to France 
on July 26th last. The following letter has been 
received from one of his comrades: "I am very 
sorry to have to write to you under such 

circumstances, but I think it my duty to let you know I am very sorry indeed to say it 
is not good news. The photos I have forwarded to you point out that they belong to 
your brave son, and I can assure you that you have the deepest sympathy of myself 
and all his comrades. Your son died a glorious death, and he was buried by myself 
and comrades. I am forwarding his correspondence, etc to you, and his pay book I 
am giving to our officer, so you will have further details regarding him later. I hope 
you will not upset yourself, for I am sure if we could see things in the right way he is 
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far better off out of this strife. We all know that life is sweet, and I can only trust to the 
One above; it is His will, therefore we must be ready, for I think it is for the best.’  
 
His family laid a wreath at the unveiling of the town’s memorial in 1920 with a 
message that read:  
 

‘In Loving memory of a dear son and brother, Pte A Heckford.’ 
 
Casualty returns for 7th East Kents for the period 18th to 21st November were 3 
officers killed, 4 wounded and 1 missing with 23 other ranks killed, 76 wounded and 
124 missing – 231 in total.  
 
 

 


